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The Sustainable Agriculture Framework: 
How does it contribute towards achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals?

The Sustainable Agriculture Framework (SAN-SAF), contributes towards 
achieving 41 targets under 14 SDGs.

Author: Catalina Mora

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal call to 
action towards ending poverty, protecting the planet and ensuring 
that all people enjoy peace and prosperity (UNDP, n.d.). These goals 
are action oriented, global in nature and universally applicable, taking 
into account the different national realities, capacities and levels 
of development and respecting the national policies and priorities; 
and constitute an integrated, indivisible set of global priorities for 
sustainable development (Open Working Group, n.d.).

As the SDG’s provide a comprehensive base structure to achieve 
global sustainability, governments, financial institutions, international 
organizations and businesses and civil society are all increasingly 
adapting their policies and activities to take the Goals into 
consideration. Within this context, sustainable agriculture programmes 
and initiatives can be a major driver of change within the food chain 
systems and further contribute to the sustainable development 
worldwide, as sustainable agriculture is considered key to mitigate 
climate change and its impact, protect the natural resources and 
ecosystem services supply, conserve biodiversity, and contribute to 
better livelihoods for rural communities. 

Recently, SAN presented the Sustainable Agriculture Framework (SAN-
SAF), a technical outcome-based tool that facilitates a combination 
of elements of verification and support to allow farms, groups and 
productive systems to reach, measure and demonstrate specific 
sustainability results. Through the SAN-SAF, SAN aims to contribute 
towards 14 goals and 41 targets, by helping a wide range of actors 
along the food supply chain to achieve sustainable agriculture and 
livestock systems and promote the sourcing of sustainable goods, as 
the rest of this paper describes. 

Below you can find a description and a table about how the SAN-SAF 
impact areas and outcomes are connected with the different SDGs.
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End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere.

End hunger, achieve food security 
and improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture. 

Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages.

Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls.

SAN contributes to the eradication of poverty 

by working with farms and companies to ensure 

the wellbeing of rural communities, workers and 

their families.  The SAN-SAF includes elements 

for fair salaries and wages, and the coverage 

of agricultural workers’ essential need s (access 

to clean and safe water, safe and hygienic 

housing, and basic education and health care 

services). Additionally, the SAN-SAF promotes the 

protection of communities’ right to use the land 

and resources, and support to rural communities 

development. 

This target, as well as SAN’s work, focuses on 

sustainable agriculture as a key element to 

transform the global food system. The SAN-

SAF promotes the optimization of input use 

towards higher productivity and efficiency, the 

diversification of productive systems and their 

adaptation to local conditions, the adoption of 

better practices for crop and livestock production, 

and the use of weather monitoring systems and 

trends analysis to reduce the risks associated to 

climate variability.

SAN advocates for a coverage of agricultural 

workers’ and their families’ essential needs (access 

to clean and safe water, safe and hygienic 

housing, and basic education and health care 

services), which is included into the SAN-SAF, 

along with specific elements that promote the 

responsible management of waste streams and 

wastewaters, and include specific measures to 

address occupational health and safety issues, 

especially those related with pesticides handling. 

The SAN-SAF has a complete set of indicators/

good practices oriented towards gender equality, 

aiming mainly to ensure that there is gender 

equality at the work place within agricultural 

and livestock operations. The SAN-SAF includes 

measures towards assuring that women have 

access to grievance mechanisms, and receive 

all the rights and benefits afforded by the ILO 

Discrimination Convention, 1958 (No.111) and the 

ILO Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100), 

as well as efforts for the eradication of child labor.



SAN The Sustainable Agriculture Framework:  How does it contribute towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals? 3

Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation 
for all.

Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all.

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all.

Reduce inequality within and 
among countries.

Within a comprehensive approach towards 

conservation and protection of natural 

ecosystems, which includes forests and water 

bodies, the SAN-SAF presents specific sets of 

indicators addressing the protection of water 

sources and the efficient consumption of water 

within agricultural and livestock operations. The 

SAN-SAF promotes the responsible management 

of waste streams and wastewaters, and include 

specific measures for handling agrochemicals 

and mitigate contaminations risks, and also some 

provisions advocating for clean and safe water 

and sanitation.

The agriculture sector can account for up to 10% 

of the total energy use worldwide, so by calling 

for the incorporation of renewable energies 

into the productive systems of agricultural and 

livestock operations, the SAN-SAF does a small 

contribution towards the target of increasing the 

total share of renewable energy in the global 

energy mix.

At the core of the SAN-SAF is the sustainable use of the 

natural resources base to achieve economic growth 

through agriculture and livestock productivity, with a 

high emphasis in the reduction and mitigation of any 

possible negative impacts on the environment.  As 

sustainability is multidimensional, and is recognized 

as so by SAN, the SAN-SAF takes into account the 

importance of decent working conditions for agricultural 

workers and producers, by promoting compliance with 

the provisions of the eight fundamental ILO conventions 

to safeguard the rights of agricultural workers, and 

including other elements to assure working conditions 

are safe at agricultural and livestock operations, 

especially when handling hazardous substances and 

performing risky tasks. 

The SAN-SAF contribution to the fight against 

inequality is modest but relevant, as it promotes 

compliance with the eight fundamental ILO 

Conventions to work towards the empowering 

of all a gricultural workers, regardless of age, 

sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion 

or economic or other status, and to reduce 

inequalities of income.
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Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable.

Ensure sustainable consumption 
and production patterns.

Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impact

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development.

Although not the core of the SAN-SAF approach, 

human settlements are indeed included into the 

provisions of the framework, as it promotes safe 

and hygienic in-farm housing conditions, and the 

protection of the land and resources rights for 

indigenous communities, including the protection 

of their natural and cultural heritage. 

The whole SAN-SAF approach promotes the sustainable 

consumption and production of agricultural and livestock 

goods. It promotes both sustainable farming and breeding 

practices to reduce production’s impact on the environment 

and human livelihoods, and also allows manufacturers 

and consumers to source from sustainable farms. Within 

the Framework, special considerations are taken for the 

protection, conservation and restoration of natural ecosystems 

and resources and the biodiversity they support, including 

practices to avoid soil exhaustion and efficient water 

use. It also encourages producers to use integrated pest 

management approaches to reduce the use of synthetic 

pesticides and the safe use of such pesticides when absolutely 

necessary. 

Through the implementation of the SAN-SAF agricultural 

and productive systems can address the environmental 

risks associated to their activities and reduce their 

environmental footprint through the optimization of input 

use, the protection of natural ecosystems the inclusion 

of non-crop vegetation within the farms, the reduction 

in the use of fossil fuels and their sub-products, and 

the restoration and increase of carbon sinks to reduce 

emissions caused by the farms activities. On the other 

hand, SAN-SAF also promotes the diversification of 

productive landscapes, an efficient management of soil 

and water resources, and the use of weather monitoring 

and early warning systems to reduce vulnerability 

against the effects of climate change.

The SAN-SAF focuses on the conservation, restoration 

and sustainable use of all natural ecosystems, which 

includes aquatic ecosystems such as wetlands and 

coastal areas, and mangrove forests. Efforts are 

oriented towards the protection of such ecosystems and 

the responsible management of waste, waste water 

and synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. 
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Protect, restore and promote sustainable 
use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and 
halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss.

This is the goal where the SAN-SAF contributes the most, as 

the SAN-SAF promotes actions towards achieving 7 of the 

specific targets. By promoting the implementation of sustainable 

production practices, the SAN-SAF contributes to the conservation 

of natural ecosystems and protected areas, the rational and 

efficient use of natural resources, the responsible management 

of waste, wastewater and synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, the 

increase of in-farm productivity and biodiversity, and the boost of 

each productive system resilience to the effects of external shocks 

and climate variability. 

The SAN-SAF translates SAN’s vision into a practical and science-based approach 
towards sustainable agriculture, that seeks to build a bridge between the needs 
of agricultural and livestock producers and the sustainability expectations of an 
increasingly demanding global market. As so, it can be a great tool to advance 
towards the accomplishment of the SDG’s by transforming agriculture and livestock 
into sustainable activities. 
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Sustainable 
management of 
agricultural and 
livestock operations

Social & Environmental 
Management System

Operations address 
environmental and social 
risks to reduce the negative 
impacts of their activities.

       •    • • • •   
Sustainable 
management of 
agricultural and 
livestock operations

Social & Environmental 
Management System

Workers have the necessary 
competences to carry out 
their tasks efficiently and 
safely.

                 
Sustainable 
management of 
agricultural and 
livestock operations

Productivity management Production’s input use 
is optimized to improve 
productivity.  •      •    • •     

Sustainable 
management of 
agricultural and 
livestock operations

Service providers 
management

Operations' service providers 
have the competences to 
carry out their work and 
are in compliance with 
applicable law. 

                 
Sustainable 
management of 
agricultural and 
livestock operations

Traceability and product 
integrity

Traceability and product 
integrity is guaranteed 
throughout the supply chain.                  

Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of natural 
environment

Natural ecosystems 
and protected areas 
are conserved; and not 
contaminated, destroyed 
or otherwise affected in a 
negative or permanent way 
by the operations' activities.

     •  •   • • • • •   

Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of natural 
environment

Operations maintain and 
restore non-crop vegetation 
within their scope.            • •  •   

Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of biodiversity Wildlife (plants and animals) 
is conserved; and not 
affected in a negative way 
by the operations' activities.

           •  • •   
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Environmental and social 
impact assessment (ESIA)

Negative impacts on 
biodiversity, environment 
and communities are 
assessed to identify 
mitigation opportunities.

       •   • •  • •   
Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of pollinator 
biodiversity

Wild pollinator habitats are 
protected and not affected 
in a negative way by the 
operations' activities. 

           •   •   
Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of pollinator 
biodiversity

IPM practices within the 
operations do not affect 
pollinator populations in a 
negative way. 

           •   •   
Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of pollinator 
biodiversity

Risks to pollinator 
populations are mitigated 
through best practices 
for synthetic pesticides 
management.

           •   •   
Conservation and 
management of 
biodiversity

Protection of pollinator 
biodiversity

Introduced pollination 
services are managed to 
avoid negative effects 
on natural pollinator 
populations

           •   •   
Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Soil conservation and 
management

Agricultural practices 
conserve the soil and 
enhance its condition.        •    • •  •   

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Soil conservation and 
management

Agricultural practices 
optimize the nutrient 
balance in the soils.            •      

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Water conservation All water sources are 
protected.      •  •    • • • •   

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Water conservation Water consumption is 
efficient.      •  •    • •     
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Responsible wastewater 
management

Wastewaters are managed 
to minimize environmental, 
human or animal health risks.   •   •  •    • • • •   

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Responsible waste 
management

Waste is managed to 
minimize environmental, 
human or animal health risks.    •   •  •    • • • •   

Conservation and 
management of 
natural resources

Responsible waste 
management

Service providers are 
monitored to ensure they 
manage their waste 
properly.

                 
Integrated Pest 
Management

Integrated Pest 
Management

Productive systems' health 
is controlled using IPM 
practices.            • • • •   

Integrated Pest 
Management

Agrochemicals 
management

Handling of agrochemicals 
(especially synthetic 
pesticides) minimizes the 
risk of negative impacts on 
human and environmental 
health. 

  •   •  •    • • • •   

Protection of 
workers’ rights

No-Forced Labor All workers receive all the 
rights and benefits afforded 
by the Forced Labor 
Convention, 1930 (No.29), 
the Abolition of Forced 
Labour Convention, 1957 
(No. 105) and the Protocol of 
2014 to the Forced Labour 
Convention, 1930 (P029). 

       •  •        

Protection of 
workers’ rights

Discrimination and 
harassment free work 
environments

All workers receive all the 
rights and benefits afforded 
by the Discrimination 
Convention, 1958 (No.111) 
and the Equal Remuneration 
Convention, 1951 (No. 100). 

    •   •  •        
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Protection of 
workers’ rights

Workers’ freedom of 
association

All workers receive all 
the rights and benefits 
afforded by the Freedom 
of Association Convention, 
1948 (No.87) and the Right 
to Organize and Collective 
Bargaining Convention, 1949 
(No. 98).

       •  •        

Protection of 
workers’ rights

No-child labor and 
regulation of young workers

Children under 15 years are 
not hired, and all of the 
worst forms of child labor 
are eradicated; according 
to ILO's Minimum Age 
Convention, 1973 (No.138) 
and Worst Forms of Child 
Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 
182).

    •   •  •        

Protection of 
workers’ rights

No-child labor and 
regulation of young workers

Young workers’ conditions 
are regulated according 
to the Minimum Age 
Convention, 1973 (No.138) 
and Worst Forms of Child 
Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 
182).

       •  •        

Protection of 
workers’ rights

General compliance with 
applicable law

All workers receive the 
rights and benefits covered 
by applicable law and 
regulations.  

       •  •        
Protection of 
workers’ rights

Fair salaries and wages All workers receive at least 
the minimum wage afforded 
by applicable law and labor 
regulations.  

•    •   •  •        
Protection of 
workers’ rights

Existence of grievance 
mechanisms

All workers have access to 
grievance mechanisms at 
the work place.     •   •  •        
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Protection of 
workers’ rights

Regulation of working hours 
and vacation time

All workers receive all of the 
rights and benefits afforded 
by applicable law regarding 
working hours and vacation 
time.  

       •  •        
Protection of 
workers’ rights

Gender equality There is gender equality at 
the work place.      •   •  •        

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Occupational health and 
safety management

Occupational health and 
safety risks for workers, 
bystanders and visitors are 
addressed to prevent and 
minimize accidents and 
associated health problems. 

  •     •          

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Occupational health and 
safety management

All OHS related actions and 
results are monitored and 
updated to improve them.   •     •          

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Occupational health and 
safety management

Producers and workers 
perform their tasks safely, 
minimizing the risks to 
environmental and human 
health, and preventing 
work-related accidents. 

  •     •          

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Protection of workers health All workers and producers 
that handle hazardous 
substances or perform 
other risky tasks use the 
correct Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) to minimize 
the risks to their health and 
integrity. 

  •     •          

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Protection of workers health The risks of poisoning, 
intoxication and chronic 
illnesses to workers and 
bystanders are minimized.

  •     •          



SAN The Sustainable Agriculture Framework:  How does it contribute towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals? 11

Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Occupational 
Health & Safety 

Safe facilities and 
infrastructure

Facilities are designed 
safely and well equipped to 
minimize risks to the workers’ 
health and safety. 

       •          
Wellbeing of workers 
and their families

Essential needs of workers 
and their families

When operations provide 
housing to workers, it is safe, 
hygienic and protects from 
adverse weather conditions. 

•  •   •     •       
Wellbeing of workers 
and their families

Essential needs of workers 
and their families

Producers, workers and their 
families have access to safe 
and clean water. •  •   •            

Wellbeing of workers 
and their families

Essential needs of workers 
and their families

Producers, workers and their 
families have access to 
basic education and health 
care services. 

•  •               
Wellbeing of workers 
and their families

Living wage Workers' remuneration 
received for a standard work 
week is sufficient to afford 
them and their families a 
decent standard of living. 

•  •     •          
Wellbeing of rural 
communities

Protection of communities’ 
rights

Community rights to use 
their land and resources, 
including those of 
indigenous people, are fully 
respected. 

• •        • •       
Wellbeing of rural 
communities

Support to local 
communities

Operations support the 
development of local 
communities and reduce 
potential negative impacts 
of their activities into the 
local livelihoods. 

•       •  • •       

Sustainable livestock 
production

Animal and animal by-
products traceability

Verification of animal origin 
and breeding process is 
enabled throughout the 
supply chain.
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Sustainable livestock 
production

Animal’s health and welfare Animals are healthy, 
comfortable, well-fed, safe, 
can behave naturally and 
are not subject to pain, fear 
and stress. 

                 
Sustainable livestock 
production

Improved productivity Productivity is improved and 
input use is optimized.  •          • •     

Sustainable livestock 
production

Mitigation of environmental 
impacts

Potential negative impacts 
of productive systems 
on natural resources and 
ecosystems are minimized 
and GHG emissions are 
reduced. 

           • • • •   

Sustainable livestock 
production

Mitigation of sanitary risks Food safety risks are 
minimized by the 
implementation of sanitary 
protocols. 

                 
Sustainable livestock 
production

Protection of workers’ and 
communities’ rights

Workers' and communities' 
rights are fully respected.        •  • • •      

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Climate change mitigation Natural and artificial carbon 
sinks are restored and 
increased.             •     

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Climate change mitigation Greenhouse gas emissions 
are minimized and 
compensated.             •     

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Climate change mitigation Fertilization practices 
are improved to minimize 
nutrient losses and GHG 
emissions.

            • •    
Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Climate change mitigation Use of fossil fuels and by-
products is reduced.             •     

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Climate change mitigation Renewable energies are 
incorporated into the 
productive systems.        •      •     
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Impact areas Sustainability goals Outcomes Sustainable Development Goals
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Adaptation to climate 
change

Productive systems are 
diversified and adapted to 
local conditions, reducing 
their vulnerability to climate 
variability. 

 •      •     •  •   
Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Adaptation to climate 
change

Soil management practices 
contribute to higher yields 
and agroecosystems' 
resilience.

            •  •   
Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Adaptation to climate 
change

Water use efficiency and 
agroecosystems resilience 
are improved.             •     

Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Adaptation to climate 
change

Use of weather monitoring 
systems and trends analysis 
reduce the risks associated 
to climate variability. 

 •           •     
Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation

Adaptation to climate 
change

Livestock management 
practices enable a reduced 
vulnerability to climate 
variability. 

 •           •     




