
The role of women in spices production in India

As wives As workers

Education and marriage

As wives of farmers, women do not have a 
decision-making role in the farming process. 

In some areas, they can own land, but the 
management of the farm is an exclusive 
task of men.

In other regions, women can’t own land 
while their husbands are alive. 

Farmers’ wives some times participate in 
seeding, weeding, and harvesting activities 
in family farms, as well of preparing and 
distributing food for farm workers.

Although women do not participate in 
spraying of agrochemicals in farms, they are 
at risk of health problems because they 
wash their husband’s clothes at home with 
bare hands and no protective clothing.

As workers, women are engaged in crucial 
activities like sowing, weeding, harvesting, 
drying, and grading. Grading is mainly 
done by women and is key to good prices 
for the spice.

Often, women are paid less than men when 
doing the same work, for example, women 
can earn between 50 to 150 INR less than 
their male equivalent. 

Women work while they are pregnant 
including up to the eight month of 
pregnancy when undertaking these manual 
activities is di�cult and uncomfortable 
work.  They depend on local health 
services.

Sanitary facilities are especially important 
for pregnant women and during 
menstruation but are very poor.

Female migrant workers between 14 and 18 
travel from one state or district to work in 
another, without their parental supervision, 
and are vulnerable.

Women serve an essential role in commercial spices production in India, but they face many challenges 
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Literacy rates for females are very poor 
compared to males

In many spices production districts, families prioritize boys 
education over the girls in the family. 

Children of medium and big farmers are more likely to be 
attending private schools in part due to the good income from 
spices, but children of marginal farmers and workers go to local 
government schools due to low income.

In some communities producing spices it is common for girls from 
13-14 years old to be married. 

Source: SAN baseline assessments 2019 and  https://www.census2011.co.in/cen-
sus/state/districtlist/karnataka.html
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